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HON, B, E. MCLIN,
Commissioner of Agriculture,

B The subject of the above cut,
'{“A‘ls'l.cul.tu’::ug' . mi;aioner
o as the distine-
' tion of being the only member of
. t Governor’'s official
i y who has served two full
i terms as the head of one of the
# State ments, he having
3 gu"d upon his official work as
head of the Department of
' culture at the beginning of
o administration of Governor
R h Governor Broward'’s ad-
&' ministration, and now enters up-
L~ on his third term as Commission-
¢ er of Agriculture under the ad-
& ministration of Hon. Albert W.
QGilchrist, the present Executive
of the State of Florida. Com-
missioner McLin has the further
Jistinetion of having been nomi-
d to a State office both by the

{ puyention and primary systems,

88 he was‘first nominated at the
i and, perhaps, the largest
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o convention ever held in
Norida, the convention of 1900
which was held in Jacksonville,
e to Mr. McLin's enterin
g the duties of a State official,
" be had served in the capacity of
& 3 Btate Senator for three ses-
E 73'“0! the slature, having
nominated and elected to

nt the 28d district of Flor-

_ the fall of 1896, after one

""" of the most bitter contests that
) er been w in any sen-

eV
storial t in the State. To
= mu said, he was nom-
i

for & second term of four
3 n the senate without oppo-
% either in the primaryor
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election.
ng asked upon what he
success in being elect-

lic office, he stated that

t he received strong

" support, without r to fac-
. tional alignment in the State, be-
" eause it was soon learned that he
¥ lmo!eonvlcg;mwhdhﬁd
_ the moral courage 8
‘$udgment and conscience in all
mnatters that required one to take
ipositive stand; that while hav-
dng positive views and convie-
ms, he, at the same time, had
L always been folerant with refer-
"gnoe to the views of others. He
‘stated that, in aspiring to public
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he found some of

were

find tlm time to
accord the will
,E,ﬁi that be thought it

.

fence' on any proposition that it
was his duty to have and express
an opinion,

The second reason Mr. McLin
gave to which he attributed much
of his political success, was the
fact that he had carried out, to
the best of his ability, the lessons
taught him by Democratic ances-
tors that ‘‘public office is a public
trust.”” With this idea he had
endeavored to treat all with the
courtesy that the citizenship of a
State are entitled to who have
applied to the Department under
his supervision for information in
connection with any matters in
the different divisions of the De-
partment,

Another point Mr. McLin re-
gards as a very important factor
that has contributed to his su
port for public favors, is that he
might be called a stickler in hav-
ing all applications for informa-
tion, addressed to his Depart-
ment, promptly replied to. He
said he usually called his clerical
force together about the begin-
ning of each administration, and
advised them that his idea of
making 1 political campaign was
to commence the first day of each
administrative term, the first day
of each year, with a persistent
effort;to give prompt. and as com-
plete as possible, information to
all enquiries made by any indi-
vidual citizen,

Upon asking the Commissioner
if there were any particular mat-
ters that he had in mind that
should receive consideration at
the hands of the incoming legis-
lature he said there were and
mentioned the following:

““As set out fully in my tenth
biennial report, 1 am very hope-
ful that the legislature will see
fit, in their wiedom, to/pass an
act authorizing the Board of
Commissioners of State Institu-
tions or some other authority, to
purchase a farm or farms upon
which can be placed all female
prisoners, the lame and invalid
male prisoners, as well as the
v m prisoners, that all
such ¢ may be segregated
from the lease, asthe present
contract fer the lease, beginnin
1910, has made provision for ad-
ditional payment to be made by
the lessees for the able-bodied
that may not be withdrawn from

his the lease. 1 think it very impor-

tant that the legislature take
some action ;l:uw this line while
the ers are suffi-

jmﬁg. ex-
tures. This will be nucleus
State can
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is the parole system,
ted in many other

State

should be done along this line by

proper on the subject.

From eight years experience on
,the Pnﬁ Board, the Com-
' missioner of Agriculture
| fied from the written statements,
'as well as affidavits made by ju-
'rors who have tried. eriminal
lcases, that very frequently the

intention of the jury who bn‘:g
in the verdiet of not
cannot be applied un
ent system of law. He
there should be a statute requir-
ing each judge who tries eriminal
cases to give to the jury, in his
charge, the penalty that will at-
gend the Jrerdict_ pndg certai ndg:
egrees and requiring the )
to state, where there is any dis-
cretionary power left with the
judge, the maximum and mini-
mum penalties under the law in
the event of their verdict being
brought in under certain degrees
of penalty.

The Commissioner is anxious
that the legislature make an ap-
propriation to the De ent of
Agriculture that will enable this
division of the State Government
to publish in pamphlet form or
printed eireulars, information on
the various subjects of interest
to the agriculturalists and borti-
culturists of the State,

He stated that his wWas
indexed in detail where hia views
on different subjects needing con-
sideration eould be found in more
extended form than he could print
in an article of this character.

The Department over which
Mr. McLin presides is one of the
most important in the State Gov-
ernment, covering the lands of
the State, fertilizer and stock
feed and pure food and drug laws,
together with the State prison
system of the State and all mat-
ters relating to immigration. All
of the above being under his im-
mediate su on' and diree-
tion, and that each receives thor-
ough attention is attested by all
who have any business with this
department, or who are familiar
with Mr. McLin and his efficient
and accommodating corps of as-
sistants, The work of the de-
partment is thoroughly systema-
tized and one ;?plying for infor-
mation is met with a cordiality of
manner and a cheerful readiness
to serve, from the head of the
department to each individual
clerk, that makes it a pleasure
ir'\‘deed to transact business with
them.

That this uniform courtesy and
prompt attention to every detail
of this important branch of the
State’s Government is observed
nml:gprecimd by thepublicisat-
tested by the significant fact that
no one has had the assurance to
contest with Mr, MeLin for this

{ ent be given prom
i »
on by the m:ug:
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unmindful of this mark of
dence and esteem
of the public is '
tiring efforts to improve,
sible, the service
of each division of the
work over which he
'his constant insistance that the
| work relating to and information
 relative to each division of his de-
pt atten-
individual
2: charge :f ke ihfaf the
epartment from which informa-
tion is desired.

Mr. McLin, by this close indi-
vidual attention to ever{ detail of
his department, his insistence
upon t'l?rompt attention to duty
upon the part of his subotdinates,
and never failing courtesy to all
with whom he may come in con-
tact, in either a private or official
way, typifies the expression that
*‘public office is a publie trust,””
and has gained for himself the
confidence and esteem of all.
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TOBACCO BARN.

Macey Book Cases,
Ostermoor Mattresses,

Branlin Shades,

Crex Rugs and Art Squares,
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Corbet’s Furniture Store.
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